
City Engineer Glenn M.Jain stated that he w11l make a report on 
the proposed South Torrance Sewer District at next Tuesday's meeting, 
April 1, 1947, which w11l be a little less than the required thirty 
days from the date of the Protest Hearing. He stated that, if the 
proposed district has to be shrunk more than l~, proceedings w11l 
have to be abandoned for another year, unless a precedent has been 
established some time in the past. He informed theCouncll that he 
is to meet with .Mr. Harold Barnett, Engineer for the proposed district, 
and a legal counsel within the next few days, and that he would: like 
to meet with the Council to discuss the prospects for the proposed 
district before the meeting on Tuesday. Mayor Sherfey advised Mr. 
Jain that he may join the Counc11 in an informal meeting to be held 
Monday, Maroh 31, 1947 at 7:00 p.m. 

Mayo~ Sherfey called the attent10n of the assemblage to a trophy, 
ln the form. of a gold-framed color-photograph of Torrance's Float 
which won seoond p.laoe ln the A-4 Division of the Pasadena Tournament 
of Rose's Parade last January 1, 1947. This Float was entered in the 
Tournament by the Torrance 20-30 Club and the Trophy presented to 
the Oi ty by them. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

None. 

Counoilman Tolson moved that all b11ls prop,erly audited be paid. 
Counoillman Jackson seconded the motion whloh was oarrled by the fol­
lowing roJ.l call vote: AYES.: COUNCILMEN: Gllbert, Jaokson, Powell, 
'1'olson and Sherfey. NOES: COUNC::IUE'N: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
None. 

At 9:37 p.m., upon motion by Councilman Gllhert, seoonded by . 
Councilman Jackson, the meeting adjourned to Tuesday, Aprll 1, 1947, 
at 7:45, p.m. 

APPROVED:' 

MINU'BS OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEE'rING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, California 
April 1, H47 

The,C1ty Counoil of the C1ty of Torrance convened ln an Ad­
journed Regular Meeting in the Council Chamber, Clty Hall, Torrance, 
California on Tuesday, April 1, 194'7 at 8,:00 p.m. 

Due to the absence of Mayor Sherfey, CouncilIllln Powell moved 
that Couno:ilman Tolson be appointed , Mayor Pro-tam. Counoilman 
Jackson seoonded the motion whioh was carried unanimously. 

; 

Mayor Pro tem 'folson called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett oalled the roll, those answering present being 
Counoilmen: Jaokson, Powell, and Tolson. Absent: Counoilmen: 

,Gilbert and Sherfey. 

All those present in the Coune:il Chamber saluted the Fll1g~ 

epose



.l!!n 

Mayor Pro tem Tolson announced that .the regular order of business 
would be dispensed with. 

IRI'1!TEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communication addressed to Mr. James O'Toole was read from 
John P. W111ey, Colonel, aAF {RA..l, Project Coordinator of .A.BMY lEEK, 
with reference to the observance .of ABMY lEEK thl:oughout the nation 
to be held J.prll 6, 1.947 to April la, 1947. 

Mayor Pro tem Tolson moved that this matter be referred to Kayor 
Sherfey for whatever action he deems necessary. Councilman Jackson 
seoonded the motion whioh was oarried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the Torrance Chamber of Commerce, 
requesting extended traffic control on Crenshaw Boulevard. 

Mayor Pro tem Tolson moved that this matter be referred to the 
Chief of Police for recommendation to the Council. Counoilman Powell 
seconded the motion which was aarried unanimously. 

A communioation was read from the Atchison, TQ,peka and Santa Fe 
Railway Company with refernce to the purohase and installation of 
crossing flasher signals at Crenshaw Boulevard and Dominguez street. 
Filed for future reference. 

A communication was read from Frank L. Richardson, Commander of 
- the American Legion, advising that the Civic Andi torium w111 110 

longer be used for a meeting place by his organization; and 1ihbk-
. ing the Council for its past courtesies. Matter of record. 

A communication wa., read from Mr. Leo iagner, President of. the 
Torrance and Lomita Boy's Club, submitting a letter from Mr. Lowell 
R. Spring of the Torrance Hobby Shop with reference. to obtaining a 
permi t to sell -Safe and Sane Fireworks- for the coming Fourth of 
July celebration. Mr. Spring stated in his letter that the Boy's 
Club would reoeive a substantial donation .from him if the permit 
is obtained. 

Councilman Powell moved that these oommunioations be referred 
to the Chief of the Fire Department for recommendation to the Coun­
c11, and that the applicant be 1nstructed to meet with the Fire Chief 
and find out just what mayor may not be allowed in the way of fire­
works in . the City of Torrance. Councilman Jackson seoonded the 
motion whioh was carried unanimously. 

A communioation was read from Taylor and Taylor, Consulting 
Engineers for Municipal Water Distriot No. I in Walteria, submitting 
their recommendation tor the awarding of Contract A and Contraot B 
for the construction of aaid District toJ. E. Young Pipe Line. 
Contraotors, as the lowest responsible bidder tully complying with 
the terms and conditions of the specifications. 'fhe1r bid was in 
the amount of ~. 622<.50 for both uni t s» and Taylor and Taylo r' s 
estimate for the work was t32;900.00. 

Councilman Powell moved that the recommendation ot Taylor and 
Taylor be concurred in by the Counoil; that the remaining bids be re­
jected and the unsuccessful bidders so notified; and that the con­
tract be referred to the City Attorney for proper administration. 
Councilman Jackson seconded the motion which was carried by the fol­
lowing roll call vote: A~: COUNCILMEN: Jackson, Powell, and 
Toison. NOES: COUNCII..M!N: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert 
and Sherfey. 

A communication was read from Mr. I. J. Hallanger, Secretary ot 
Veterans Emergency. Rentals, Inc~, : 151~ Oravens Avenue, submitting a 
resolution· adopted by his organization with referenoe to the use ot 
barraoks end other buildings at the Lomita Air Strip for veterans' 
emergenoy housing under a contract between the Veterans Emergenc7 
Rentals, Ino., and the City of Torrance. The resolution stated that 
the City shall not be obligated for any expense incurred thereof. 

A communication addressed to the City Attorney was read from Mr. 
Stanley Abel, Area Management Supervisor of the National Housing Agency, 
Y.P.H .. A., Broadway Arcade Building, Room 1!.:.20, 542 South Broadway, 



Los Angeles, submitting eight (8) copies of the form of Agreement to 
be entered into by the Veterans Emergency Rentals, Inc., and t .he City 
of Torrancej and eight (8) oopies of a form of Resolution authoriz­
ing the execu1tion of said Agreemeni. 

City Attorney Otto B. Willett stated that he has not had an op­
portunity to go over these forms, and since Mr. Abel has expressed the 
wish to be present to explain certain statements within the AgrefJ­
ment, he 'WOuld recommend that the matter be referred to the Council 
as a whole and held over until the next regular meeting. 

Councilman Powell moved that this matter be held over until the 
next regular'meeting on April 8,1947, and that Mr. Abel be invited 
to attend.Counoilman Jackson seconded the motion whioh was carried 
unanimously. 

A communication was read from the M. C. Nottingham Company Of 
Temple City, 123 N. Cloverly Avenue, Temple City, p~oposing to install 
for 140 houses at Seaside Ranohos their J-14 Hygi-Sept precast concrete 
septio tank, 750 gallons capacity, F.R.A. approved; and requesting the 
approval of the Council in the matter. 

City Engineer Glenn M. Jain informed the Council that there were 
thirty (30} of these tanks already installed before his offioe lol,ew 
anything about them but that they are apparently an a.ccepted struoture 
throughout many oities in Southern California. He stated that the 
City plumbing ordinance does not have a provision allowing.for pre­
frabricated tanks, but sets up standards for minimum thickness ot 
the walls, etc. 

City Attorney Willett stated that he did not know.if .an amend­
ment to the plumbing ordinance would be neeessary; however, he agreed 
wi th the Council that approval in the form of a motion would be suffi­
cient on this item. 

Councilman Powell moved that the request of M. C. Nottingham 
Company to install for 140 houses at Seaside Ranchos their J-14 
Hygi-Sept preoast ooncrete septio tank be granted upon the recommenda­
tion of the City Engineer. Councilman Jackson seconded the motion 
which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from Glenn M. Jain, City Engineer, sum­
marizing the reoommendations as set forth in the report from the office 
of Harold A. Barnett, Consulting Engineer for the proposed South 
Torrance Sewer District. 

The rfJport ot Harold A. Barnett's reoommendations was read, in 
whioh it was stated that the Council may modity the boundaries of the 
proposed sewer projeot in SOuth Torrance, but not more than 10~ .of the 
total estimated cost; recommending that the present plans for tlie Dis­
trict be abandoned; and that new proceedings be instituted for that 
portion of the Distriot ind·icating approval for sewers, by further 
petitions. 

Councilman Powell moved that the reoommendations of Mr. Barnett 
be concurred in by the Council. Counoilman Jackson seconded the motion 
which was carried by the following roll call vote: . AYES: COUNCIL­
MEN: Jackson, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCIIMm: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMl!N: Gilbert and Sherfey. 

A oommunication was read from Mr. Harold A. Barnett, Consulting 
Engineer for the proposed South Torrance sewer Project, advising that 
oertain steps may be taken to salvage a portion or allot the incident­
al expense in future proceedings for a revised sewer district 1n por­
tions of South Torranoe. !latter of record. 

A oommunication,addressed to Councilman Jackson, was read from 
Glenn M. Jain, City Engineer, requesti~ authorization to order im­
mediate delivery of sewer cleaning equipment for which $900.00, plus 
tax, was appropriated by the Council last :rebruary 11th, but was held 
up for reconsideration. 

Requested, also, was authorization to purchase and install a 
gasoline storage tank at the City Yard for use by the Street Depart­
ment, at an estimated cost of $125.00 which could be paid for by 
applying the One cent per gallon, now paid the servioe station tor 
pumping only, on the purehaseof the tank. 

Oouncilman Jaokson moved that the reque8ts . of the City Engineer 
be granted by the COuncil. Councilman Powell seconded the motion which 



was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Jackson, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCI:u.mN: Gilbert and Sher1'ey. 

Councilman Powell moved that the Council authorize the employ­
ment of Gale Whitacre as a Patrolman with the Police Department on 
probation as of April 1, 1947 at a salary of $210.00 per month l in 
order to replace G. M. Calder who is on leave. CouncilmanJaokson 
seconded the motion which was carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Jackson, Powell, and Tolson. NOES: 
COUNCIWEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert and She:r;tey. 

City Attorney Willett reported that, with referena:e to the COun­
cil's memorandum authorizing him to draw up an amendment to Seotion 6 
of Ordinance No. ~66, (Taxicab Ordinanee) in conformance with those 
of other ei1;ie8 of similar size, he is in doubt as to what ie meant 
by -in conformance-. He aqvls~d that, in the letter from the taxi­
cab operators requesting reduQed insurance reg.uirements, it was sug­
~e.sted that the cOTerage be in the amount of 110,000/$10,000 and 
15,000 instead of the present 110,000'120,000 and to,ooo. 

Arter some discussion, the Council agreed that the amounts ot 
$10,000/$10,000 and $5,000 be established 1n the amendment to Ordi­
nanoe No. 366 to be drawn up by the City ~ttorney. 

C1ty Attorney Willett advised the Council, w1th.reference to 
Captain J. J. Renner's suspension from the Fire Department for a 
period of torty-five days, that the ordinance covering Civil service 
matters was passed by the people of Torrance, not by the Counc11. 
He stated that the ordinance provides that the BQ~d be allowed to 
dismiss trom the .servioes of the City anyone found guilty before the 
Civil Service Trial Board, or inflict such other punisbment as it 
might deem adequate. Therefore, he was of the op1n10n that the 
Trail Board was within its legal rights in suspend1ng Captain Benner 
from the Fire Department for suoh per:l.od of time. He recommended 
that the request of C. T. R1ppy, Attorney, for wages wi thheld Captain 
Benner during his auspension, be denied. 

Mr. Willett also expressed the opinion that the City Council 
ought not to take it upon itself to declare an ordlnanc~, whioh was 
adopted by the people, unconstitutional. . 

Councilman Powell moved that the re.quest of C. T. Rippy, Attorney. 
for wages withheld Captain Benner during his forty-five day suspension 
from the Fire Department be denied. Councilman Jackson seconded the 
motion which was carried unanimously. 

City £ttorney Willett advised the Council that the franchise of 
Standard Gas Company, which he has drawn lIIlP to 1 ts eomplet.ion ... i th the 
exceptio.n of the rates to be inserted upon advisement by the council, 
will probably be a basis on which to draw up all future ordinanoesof 
franohise nature. He stated that past ordinances, those of Shell Oil 
Company and The'1'exas. Company for e,x8lllple, make no pro.vision tor pay­
ments to the City of Torrance on piPelines used solely for the trans­
portation of the Company's product. However, the new ordinances are 
to be rev1sed to in~lude orders for payment on any product transport­
ed by pipelines running ,w1tb:1n the City, he stated. 

C1ty Attorney Willett reoommended that the checks submitted by 
the Shell Oil Company and. The Texas Company ,in payment on their re,­
speot1ve franch1ses be accepted by the Council and ordered cashed by 
the C1ty Treasurer, due to the tact that only a costly law-suit would 
bring about larger payments. . 

Councilman Powell moved that the City Council authorize the C1ty 
Treasurer to cash the cheeks rece1ved from the Texas Company and the 
Shell Oil Oompany 1n payment under their resRectlve franchises. ' Coun­
cilman Jackson seconded the motion which was carried unanimously. 

ORAL COMMYNIC~IONS 

None. 

Mayor Pro tem Tolson moved that all bills properly audited be 
pa1d. Counoilman Jackson seconded the motion which was carried by 



tne f'ollowing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Jackson, Powell 
and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIIMEN: Gilbert 
and Shertey. 

At 8:32p.m., upon motion by Councilman Powell, seconded by 
Councilman Jaokson, the meeting adjourned • 

APPROVED: 

fi~Lp;;-
MAYOR OF THE CITY OF ~oRRlNci 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 

. g'-:2~~ 
CIT~CLERK OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, Calitornia 
April 8, 1947 . 

~ THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
~ 
C:' . The Oi ty Council at the Ci ty at Torrance conven!'d in a RegulEJr 
'2E Meeting in the Counoil ahamber, (1i ty Hall, Torrance, Calitornia, on 
<t Tuesday, £pril 8, 1947 at 7:50 p.m. 

Mayor Shertey called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering presElnt being: 
Counoilmen: Gilbert, Jaokson, Powell, Tolson and Sherfey. Absent: 
Counoilmen: None. 

All those present in the Counoil Chamber saluted the Flag. 

Counoilman Tolson ~ved that the minutes of a Regular Meeting 
held March 25, 19~7; and the minutes of an Adjourned Regular Meet­
ing held April 1, 1947 ,be approved as written. Counoilman Gilbert 
seconded the motion whic~ was carried unanimously. 

IRITTEN COIDIUNICATIONS 

A communioation was read, trom Mr. Jack 'A. Spaulding, Torranee, 
requesting a license to operat.e a trailer vehicle tor the purpose ot 
selling hamburgers, hot dogs, ice ore8lq and cold drinks within the 
Oi ty limits. , 

Counoilman Gilbert moved that Mr. Spaulding's request be referred 
to the Chiet of Police fo'r cheoking &lld reoommendat.ion to the Counoil. 
Councilman Jackson seoonded t,he motion W;hich was .carried una.nimously. 

A oommunioation was read from Mr. James S. Lillywhi te, 2'226 N. 
Fairfield Avenue, Hollywood 28, requesting that the City pay him 
$14.17 for damages to his motor-bicycle, resulting from a oollision 
with a steel rail at the railroad crossing on Crenshaw Boulevard. 

Councilman Powell moved that this communication be referred to 
the City A.ttorney for his reaommendat.ion to the Council regarding 
the status of Mr. Lillywhitets claim. Councilman Jackson seoonded 
the motion which was carried unahimously .. 

A communication was read from Mr. B. J. Miohels, Chairman of 
the Boy Scout Troop 240 for the Youth Groups, Walteria, requesting 
that the lots owned by the City of 'rorranee on Park Street. bet.ween 
240th and 242nd Streets, or sufficient area in Walteria Recreation 
Park, be made available for the erection of a building memorializing 
the veterans of 'ial teria, . to be used as a meeting and recreation 
plaoe for various Saout, Teen-Age, Civic and Veterans groups. The 
letter stated that the funds needed tor this building w111 be Jro­
vided by public subsoription within the commun1ty of Walter1a and 
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